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Rationale

Homework is a task for all students.  It is designed to either introduce, revise or consolidate concepts and skills taught, however, tasks will be differentiated as required.  Homework may, at times, include unfinished work.  It promotes independent study habits and organisational skills.  It encourages and fosters parental involvement in the education process.

“Homework is important because it is the intersection between home and school.  It serves as a window through which you can observe your child’s educate and express positive attitudes towards your children and their education.”


(Goldstein, S. and Zentall, S.)

The school’s homework policy will be available to staff and parents
Teachers:

· Will determine whether homework be written, investigative, creative or open-ended.

· Will set a homework schedule for the week (starting Monday and due on Friday), however, unfinished work may be sent home to be completed over the weekend.

· Will work with children who are experiencing difficulty completing work on time and to the expected standard.

· Will allocate time to review the homework with the children.

· Will notify parents if a child regularly fails to complete homework on time and to the expected standard.

· Will discuss the homework policy and expectations with parents at the Parent Introduction Night

Students:

· Accept responsibility for the completion of their homework.

· Maintain a personal homework diary or homework book. (Years 1-2)
· Students may use digital tools such as laptops, video cameras, iPads etc. for completing homework. (Years 3-6)

· Complete homework to the expected classroom standard.

Parents:

· Should encourage nightly reading.
· Should discuss homework tasks with their child. Ask questions about their child’s understanding of the task.

· Should discuss the texts that have been read by the child.

· Should discuss spelling words, patterns, their meanings etc.

· Should provide an environment that encourages the effective completion of homework.

· Should accept responsibility for the supervision of homework.
· Should monitor recommended time allocations.
· Parents are expected to sign the communication diary on a daily basis or as requested by the teaching team.

· Should inform child’s teacher of their inability to complete homework (verbal or written).

· Exemption: should a parent require exemption from homework, for their child, then this will need to be discussed with the child’s class teacher and confirmed in writing.

	Year Level
	Reading
	Other Tasks
	Total Time

	1
	10 minutes
	10 minutes
	20 minutes

	2
	10 minutes
	15 minutes
	25 minutes

	3
	10-20 minutes
	15 minutes
	25-35 minutes

	4
	10-20 minutes
	15 minutes
	25-35 minutes

	5
	20-30 minutes
	20-25 minutes
	40-55 minutes

	6
	20-30 minutes
	20-25 minutes
	40-55 minutes


Pre Primary (When ready)

Homework will consist of:
· Reading of texts/activities to, with and by parents

Homework may consist of:

· Simple reinforcement tasks associated with classroom activities

· Gathering of additional information or materials

· Reading of High Frequency words
Years 1 and 2

Homework will consist of:

· Reading of texts/activities to, with and by parents

Homework may consist of:

· Simple reinforcement tasks associated with classroom activities

· Gathering of additional information or materials

· Unfinished classroom activities as homework tasks
· Reading of High Frequency words
· Spelling of High Frequency words and individual words
Years 3 and 4
Homework will consist of:

· Reading of texts to, with and by parents
· Or Independent Reading (if able)

· Spelling Task

· Maths Task
Homework may consist of:

· Simple reinforcement tasks associated with classroom activities

· Gathering of additional information or materials

· Unfinished classroom activities as homework tasks
Years 5 and 6
Homework will consist of:

· Independent Reading on a Daily Basis

· Spelling Task

· Maths Task
Homework may consist of:

· Reinforcement tasks associated with classroom activities

· Tasks such as continuation of classroom work, projects, assignments, and research
· Unfinished classroom activities as homework tasks
Suggested Study Tips
Homework Timetable
· Discuss with your child their after school commitments and the days and times that they occur.

· Create a timetable showing when homework can fit into their schedule.

· Include mealtimes, showers, bedtime
Pencil Case

· Have items handy so that children do not need to keep getting up for things.

· A pencil case specifically for homework will ensure they have everything that they need.

· What to include: 

· Lead pencil/blue pen

· Red pencil/red pen

· Ruler

· Eraser/correction tape

· Sharpener 

· Glue

· Scissors

· Highlighters 
· Coloured pencils

· Coloured texters

· Calculator

· Dictionary

· Scrap paper
Where to do homework

· A space that is quiet and free from distraction, and well lit.  The kitchen table may be the easiest but isn’t always the most effective.

How to set up the space 

Have the essentials the children need, including pencil case, a water bottle and possibly a timer available so they don’t need to get up.
